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Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is an honour to be asked to speak on the great occasion of the celebration for the 55th anniversary of the Rotary Club of Kobe East.  The works and contributions of Kobe East Rotary to its community and the ideals of Rotary International are many.  The strength of feeling and the talents of Kobe East Club are extraordinary.

I wish Kobe East continued success and a long future.

It is with great pleasure we visit Japan and Kobe representing the Rotary Club of Brisbane to establish a sister club agreement with the Rotary Club of Kobe East.  The Brisbane club sees much benefit coming from our new relationship and Brisbane club gives you an undertaking to find opportunity for our clubs to work together for the needs of our combined memberships, the benefit of our local communities and the international community. 

It is wonderful that I can report to you all, on the very successful visit the Kobe East Club delegation lead by President Noda San made to Brisbane Club on Monday 2nd February 2009.  The exchange between the two clubs on a personal and business level was encouraging and we look forward to future communications.
The support of local Governments in Kobe City and Brisbane City must also be recognised.  On behalf of Brisbane Rotary I wish to thank publicly the Lord Major of Brisbane Campbell Newman for his personal support.
The members of my club have decided, as a symbol of the new Rotary bond between Kobe East and Brisbane, that Brisbane Club will fund a shelter box at the Australasia warehouse in Melbourne under the name of Kobe East Rotary.  Please accept that, as our gift in Rotary.  We will report to you on where that shelter box is eventually deployed by Rotary International to assist those in need.  
Please accept my sincere personal thanks for the friendship and wonderful arrangement Kobe East Rotary has shown Brisbane Rotary in establishing our new sister club agreement and hosting our visit to Kobe.

I am sure that through the ties we have made we will find many benefits and achieve for Rotary together.
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